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Introduction  
 
Neil Mosley took over the Footpath Secretary role in late February 2018. The remit covers some 42 
Parishes centred on Shrewsbury although it may extend into surrounding areas as required. 
 
There is a small team of Footpath Secretaries covering the Shropshire Area who liaise with each other 
and the Area Secretary, Trevor Allison. This team forms the Rights of Way Committee (ROW) for 
Shropshire and meets annually to review activities and latest developments. 
 
Activities During the Year 
 
I have prepared a log of footpath issues which have been reported to me since February 2018. To date I 
have dealt with about 40 cases which have been escalated to the attention of Shropshire Council.  
However, I’m sure there are more problems out there and encourage all walkers to email details to me 
(see below). 
 
I tend to deal with two main categories of issues to protect and enhance our footpaths: 
 

1. Responses to Planning Applications, linked to changes to the footpath network due to 
development and infrastructure proposals e.g. the Oxon Link Road; housing developments etc. 
In line with Ramblers Association policies our responses to these should not just address 
footpaths but should also consider “protection of the countryside” and “access to green spaces” 
in a common sense general manner. 

2. Common problems encountered by ramblers such as broken stiles/gates, unsafe bridges, locked 
gates, fallen trees, overgrown paths, ploughed fields, crop obstructions etc. 

 
I have made good contacts with Shropshire Council and understand the Outdoors Team and their 
procedures. With the correct information to hand I am able to quickly respond to notifications of 
problems and submit reports to the Council using their online portal.  
 
To date the Council have been very responsive to our reports and a number of problems have been 
rectified in time for planned walks e.g. clearing of overgrowth, repair of stiles and gates. This work is 
undertaken by the “P3” groups (Parish Paths Partnerships) as per the P3 Report by Peter Knight. 
 
Reporting a Footpath Problem 
 
Please report any footpath issues to Neil via email: mosln@hotmail.com  
The following details are needed:- 

• Location description 

• 6 figure grid reference 

• Nearest village or parish 

• Brief description of the problem or issue 

• Date when encountered 

• If possible, attach a couple of photos 
 
 

mailto:mosln@hotmail.com


 
 
Defra Consultation on “the future of food, farming and the environment in a Green Brexit” 
 
At the request of the Ramblers Association to all footpath secretaries nationwide, I submitted a 
standard letter to Defra on behalf of Shrewsbury Ramblers to express the views that our group supports 
policies which provide for: 

• Enhanced beauty, heritage and engagement with the natural environment, and 

• Public access to the countryside continuing to be a legal requirement of landowners and farmers. 
 
Oxon Link Road Planning Application (July/August 2018) 

 
This major proposal impacts three footpaths in Bicton Heath and the Severn Way/Shropshire Way 
bridleway. The Shropshire Ramblers submitted comments to Shropshire Council to the effect that 
facilities for high quality, safe pedestrian crossings must be provided at the major crossing points 
replacing Calcott Lane, Shepherds Lane and Clayton Way. It was also noted that the bridleway at Shelton 
(Severn Way/Shropshire Way) must not be compromised at any time during construction. The 
Application has yet to be determined. 
 
 
Neil Mosley, Footpath Secretary, November 2018. 

 


